From Adrienne Molloy 

This year, it is my pleasure to introduce you to the fine prints of the drawings by Louis-Auguste de Sainson. Of course the French played a very significant role in mapping New Zealand’s coastline, and this exhibition depicts Jules Sebastian Cesar Dumont D’Urville’s extraordinary journey in 1827, who, as captain of the corvette l’Astrolabe sailed from Australia to Tasman Bay, navigating French Pass and then up the East Coast to the Bay of Islands.  Louis-Auguste de Sainson was the official draughtsman on the Astrolabe and thirty two plates of his drawings are included in the atlases which documented this voyage, twenty three of them which appear in this exhibition.

The prints in the exhibition show a range of subjects, including the voyage itself, landscapes, the Mäori - with close attention paid to their moko and clothing.  The exhibition also includes two fine portraits of Rangui and Natai,  De Sainson was a sympathetic and talented observer of early New Zealand life, and his drawings seem to reflect warm and friendly relations between the artist and the sitter.  

This is the fifth exhibition of works from the Hocken Pictorial Collections to be held at the University of Otago Auckland Centre.  It is a wonderful opportunity to bring some of New Zealand’s most important collection of early New Zealand art works to the Auckland public. 
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